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U. S. DEPARTI..IENT OF lAB'M 
WAGE AND HO'JR DI>/ISION 

Washington ..' .' 

4'0-CENT MBIBiUd WAGE PER HOf.lR RECOî ,iENDED FOR TDRKERS 
IN WOOD FUi^IITURE liANUFACTURING INDUSTRY 

Es-tablishment of a 40-ce.nt per hour min.-Lmira wage i n the -wood f u r n i t u r e 

manufactuid.ng i i idus t ry i s recommended today by an i n d u s t r y committee i n a r e p o r t 

t o be f i l e d vrith General P h i l i p B, Fleming, Adndn i s t r a to r of the Wage ai'id Ho'ur 

Div is ion , - - , -, . ' 

The p r e s e n t mdnimuia wage i n t h e i n d u s t r y i s 30 c e n t s per hour , i n 

accordance with p r o v i s i o n s of t h e Fa i r Labor Standards Act . Of the 1A2,000 vjorker. 

i n the i n d u s t r y , a 40-cent iidnimum, i f apf^roved by t h e Adndn i s t r a to r a f t e r a 

pub l i c hea r ing , would a f f e c t some 51,000 workers , p r i n c i p a L l y i n the South. 

Hie recommendation, adopted as the ma jo r i t y opinion of a 24-man group named 

by t h e Admin i s t r a to r to r e p r e s e n t employers, employees, and t h e p u b l i c , vras sub ­

m i t t e d followj.ng a t h r e e - d a y s e s s i o n he re , a t v/hich r . ^p resen ta t ives of employer 

and employee o r g a n i z a t i o n s were heard . Ydlliaiii Homei Spencer, Un ive r s i ty of 

Chicago, Chicago, I l l i n o i s , a member of t h e puh l i c group, vras chairm.an,... 

Yidth few excep t ions , i t was shovm, vjorkers i n the i n d u s t r y i n the n o r t h e r n , 

e a s t e r n a.nd wes te rn s e c t i o n s of th-s n a t i o n nov/ r e c e i v e more tlian 40 cen t s per 

hour , ' ' - . • 

The v/ood f u r n i t u r e manufac tu r ing ' i ndus t ry was def ined f o r t h e committee as j 

"The manufac tur ing , assembl ing , upholsterj ing, and f i n i s h i n g , from 
vrood, r e e d , r a t t a n , wdllov/, and f i b e r , of uphols te red and o-ther ~ -
household, o f f i c e , lav/n, camp, porch, and j u v e n i l e and toy . • ' 
f u r n i t u r e , i n c l u d i n g but •«'ithi.:'Ut l i m i t a t i a n p.:.rcL.l-.iin t.jp . 
bre.-iltfast fu rn i tu re , .aid r - id io , ph.^njgriph .-ind sewing machine ca ses 
and c a b i n e t s ; t he ri.-rinuf.:':.ct-uring and aede;ub.li:ig, frtjm v/.-.Mad, d* ::• 
f u r n i t u r e p a r t s - f o r the above, sepArate.ly,. s e t up o r knocked dcwn 
i n c l u d i n g but wi thout l i m i t a t i . r i p a r l o r f u r n i t u r e frames and 
c h a i r s i n t h e wh.ite. 

"The manufactur ing of any products covered under t h i s d e f i n i t i o n 
s h a l l be deemed t o begin fo l lovdng the d e l i v e r y of t h e wood from ."- , 
t h e k i l n or from t h e a i r - d r i e d dimension shed , " 
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. ^i^-zi.fl^-'.-'iJia..'vud-....i*j».;v.,.. 



Members of t h e cciiiirdttee r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e p u b l i c , i n a d d i t i o n to Chairman 

Spencer, were : ' ' 

L e s l i e H. Buckler , Un ive r s i t y of V i r g i r d a , C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e , V i rg in i a 
Clyde E, Lhnkert , Lfe.rlmouth OoLaege, Hanr.'.ver, New Ha.mpsliire 
G. Al lan Ifesh, J r . , U n i v e r s i t y of Peansylvania , Phi?La.delphia, Pennsylvania 
Royal E, fentgo.merj'', Corne l l Urdve r s i ty , I t h a c a , New York 
George E. Osborne, St.anford Universi-liyj Palo A l to , Ca l i fo rn i a 
Ar thur F . Raper, U. S. Depertmerit of A g r i c u l t u r e , rrraerisboro, Georgia 

y/ilj-iaiii G. Pcice, J r . , Urdvers i ty of Wirconsii-i, Madison, Wisconain 

The onployers group c o n s i s t e d of: 

Gidbert H. Bosse, Imp-er-f.^il D>-'sk Company, Evans-\/-ille, Indiana 
C. Arthur Bruce, E. L. Eruce Company, itemp.hi.'j, Tenr^es.'-;oe 
T, Aust in Finch, Thoira.svilde Chair Company, Thomasvil le , North Carol ina 
M. C. Jones,- Get tysburg F u r n i t u r e Comparjy, Gettysb-arg, Pennsylvairla 
John E. J u s t i c e , Oak F'jrn:"d-are CoiTpan:-', North 'vVilkesboro, North CaroLina 
F, H. Muel ler , Mueller Funiitur.-j C.-.̂ i.ipary, Grsrid Papids , Iviichigcin 
R. M. Siiamons, ..'uiieric.ari Furrdtui"'-: Gom^iany, Lfe.rtiriSviLie, Vilrginia 

A. H. St.one, Nichols and Stone, Gardner, l i a s sachuse t t s 

Employees were r ep re sen t ed by fo-ar xaerabers each of t h e A:ae;rican Federa t ion 

.of l abo r an«i t h e Congr'-ss (̂ f I ndu i r t r i a l Or,..mniz.ations, a s follov;: 
Robert J . ^'ratt, I n t e r n a t i o n a l Rep.resenta t ive , Araerican Federa t ion of l abo r , 

Washingt-on, D. C. 
Howard Lennet t , I n d i a n a p o l i s , Lnaiana, and M. A. Hutch.eson, Ind i .anapol i s , 

Ind iana , b.:.th cf t h e Un.ited Brotherhood of Carpenters & Joiner 's of 
America (A. F. L. ) 

Sal E. Hoffman, P h i l a d e l p h i a , Pc-nri33dvania. U p h o l s t e r e r s ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Union of Fo r th A.merica (A. F. L.) 

Paul R. Cnr io topher , Terinessee S t a t e I r i d u s t r i a l Co-uncil (C. I . 0 . ) , 
Knoxvi l le , Tonnessae 

; Ei'-nest Lia.rsh, Los Angeles, C a l i f o r n i a ; Morris Muster, New York C i t y ; 
and Morris P i z e r , New York C i t y , a. l l of t h e United F u r n i t u r e 
Workers of America. (C. I . 0 . ) 
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